[Sarcoid-like hepatic granulomas, associated with gastric neoplasia. Description of a case].
Giant cell granulomas in liver biopsies is a relative common finding. Among the many causes of granulomatous lesions of the liver primary biliary cirrhosis and sarcoidosis are the most frequently diagnosed. On the other hand sarcoid-like granulomatous reaction can be encountered associated to malignant tumours. Purpose of the present paper is to describe a case of a sarcoid-like reaction of the liver associated to gastric adenocarcinoma. The patient was a 66 yr old man who underwent gastrectomy for a signet-ring cell adenocarcinoma. Pathological anamnesis was unremarkable. Liver function tests were within normal limits. Chest x ray was normal. A liver biopsy was performed during surgery as the liver presented an irregular surface. On histology giant cell granulomas with sarcoid-like features were seen in the hepatic parenchyma. Same reaction was present in the perigastric lymph nodes. The patient died immediately after surgery due to massive pulmonary embolism. No autopsy was performed. Among the possible diagnoses primary biliary cirrhosis, sarcoidosis and paraneoplastic sarcoid-like granulomatous reaction were considered. Primary biliary cirrhosis and sarcoidosis were excluded on the basis of the past clinical history of the patient, that was unremarkable; furthermore liver function tests performed preoperatively were within normal ranges. Thus paraneoplastic sarcoid-like reaction involving the liver was regarded as the most likely diagnosis.